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. Tho Nawab continued :—	.
*	•	'	*   *	<
• As- regards your share, as Government members, in. the-business that Is
transacted • in this House, you know that this Council-has been created with
two main objects, namely (i) to train the people to-ser-ve the country .in -the '.right
manner, and (2) to associate them1 with the administration.;	•	, •
It is-yet in an infant stage of development and, as such, it stands in need
of your assistance and your support, With your knowledge of the affairs of
the world, and with your wider experience in all branches of administration,
I know it is easy for you to parry the arguments of the people's representatives
in support of their proposals, but I feel sure that the temptation to come
triumphant out of a duel of words, or the thought of the prestige of the Govern-
ment, will never be allowed to over-ride the best and true interests of the country,
The biggest triumph for a man is to be reasonable, and the highest prestige
of a government can be best maintained by government itself readily acknow-
ledging and correcting its own mistakes. Let me, therefore, hope that it would
always be the spirit of the proposals under discussion, and not the letter, that
would lead you to your decisions.
Before I finish, I wish to make a personal appeal to my nobles and subjects,
who live in the cities, and to all the public servants, and it is this, that you
should all learn to love and respect my peasantry. They are the real backbone
of the country. It is they who feed you by the sweat of their brow and, as such,
they do not deserve to be treated as people living on a lower plane than
ourselves. I have all along given you the lead in this matter, and, therefore,
I have a right to insist that you should go to them, be one of them in their
sorrows and their pleasures, and always help them to the utmost of your capacity.
You will lose nothing by serving them in this manner, and in their turn, they
are bound to love and respect you for it. Remember the lines:—
"	a bold peasantry, their country's pride,
When once destroyed, can never be supplied.*'
Maharaja of Bikaner on Round Table Conference,
In an address to the Administrative Conference of his State on the 2ist
October 1929, H. H. the Maharaja of Bikaner pleaded for a calm and dispassion-
ate atmosphere for the solution of the various problems confronting Indian
statesmen which he said was not going to be so simple or easy a task as some
might imagine. It required a proper grasp and full appreciation of each other's
stand-points and difficulties, and a reasonable amount of give and take as well
as compromise on all sides in the cause of India as a whole, British India, not
less than the Indian States, had to make its contribution towards the goal.
The Maharaja of Bikaner felt that there were great potentialities of benefit
to the States and their subjects arising from the appointment of the Butler Com-
mittee. Having the fullest confidence in -the equitable treatment of such questions
by the Viceroy and His Majesty's Government he shared the views expressed by
the Princes' Conference in Bombay that any unsatisfactory features In regard
to issues between the British authorities and the States as also between the
States and British India could undoubtedly be solved by personal discussion
with the Viceroy and by recourse to frank and friendly negotiations, rather
than by any legal steps or by recourse to non-co-operation in which the Princes
did not believe. His Highness appealed to British Indian leaders for a proper
grasp of the correct constitutional position of the States and a full appreciation
of the standpoint of the Princes.
His Highness further emphasised that the Princes had, on various occasions
in the past, not merely by words, but by deeds given actual proofs of their
feelings towards British India and of their welcoming the attainment of Dominion
^Status. His Highness added that further proof of their sincerity and support
to the legitimate aspirations of British India would be forthcoming in a very
substantial and practical manner during the next few months, subject, of

